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SCHAERF REVIEWS SUCCESSFUL YEAR; LOOKS AHEAC 
WITH CONFIDENCE. In a New Year’s radio address, Austrian 
President Adolf Schaerf said: 

‘‘World politics in the past year have sometimes sailed 
ym rather rough seas. Adherence to the principle of neutrality, 
however, has permitted Austria to continue her course through 
more pacific waters. In the economic field, a prudent evalu- 
ation of market conditions has preserved the business boom 
in Austria without adverse reactions. The country’s pros- 
perity, though perhaps a comparatively modest achievement, 
has further increased. These successes were made possible 
by the continuous couperation among all economic factors, 
marked by moderation on the one side and a conciliatory 
attitude on the other. The recognition of the need for a middle- 
of-the-road policy of consistent good will has borne fruit also 
in the domain of domestic affairs in Austria.’’ 

Commenting on specific developments, the President 
expressed his pleasure over the results of his earlier initia- 
tive for the convening of a world-wide conference of scientists 
of all countries to deal with the dangerous after-effects of 
nuclear bomb tests. The President stressed the significance 
of the unanimous approval by the UN General Assembly of a 
motion, originated by various countries including Austria, to 
appoint a UN scientific commission for the investigation of 
faliout effects of atom bomb experiments as a peril to public 


-health. His gratitude, he said, was due also to the UN repre- 


sentative of India, who, before the Assembly, had supported 
the President’s initiative to check harmful uses of atomic 
research. 

RAAB VOICES HOPE FOR DISARMAMENT, LESSENING OF 
INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS. In a radio address last January 
5, Chancellor Julius Raab focused attention on foreign affairs. 
He said it has been for many years the most ardent desire of 
mankind to achieve a rapprochement between East and West. 
Although thus far the goal of an overall settlement has not 
been reached, it should not be overlooked, he said, that on 
various occasions in the past few years some very critical 
situations were mastered. Even when certain developments 
threatened to lead to a hot war, intervention by the United 
Nations or other agencies speedily restored peaceful con- 
ditions, he noted. Raab added that the United Nations organi- 
zation had steadily gained in importance and had now attained 

(Continued on page 2) 


ECONOMIC FORECAST FOR 1958 
(See page 3 ) 
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Vienna’s Hofburg (for partial view, see picture), once the 
winter residence of Austrian emperors, will house the next 
General Conference of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, a U.N. body. Interiors are now getting a face lift, 
and it is hoped that the venerable buildings will be ready for 
their unaccustomed task well ahead of schedule. (The con- 
ference opens September 1.) Biggest headache of the planners: 
how to blend the paraphermalia of a moder conference, com- 
plete with installations for simultaneous translation, TV 
coverage, press eccommodations and office space, into the 
imperial decor. A successful transformation would give 
Vienna a unique center of international activity. 


WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW ON RAAB’S ITINERARY; 
CABINET DEALS WITH FREE TRADE AREA, GENOCIDE 
CONVENTION. In a recent session, the Austrian Cabinet 
dealt with questions of foreign policy. The Chancellor gave a 
report on the negotiations for the creation of a European Free 
Trade Area, of which Austria is to be a part. 

The Chancellor also announced his intention to.make a 
trip to Moscow. The date of the visit is to be fixed after 
Easter. Vice-Chancellor Pittermann, Foreign Minister Figl 
and State Secretary Kreisky will take part in the trip. 

Later this spring the Chancellor plans to visit Washing- 
ton. Mr. Raab also said that he will spend the Easter holiday 
in Rome. 

The Cabinet also heard the report of the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs concerning the agreement about the head- 
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ouarters of the International Atomic Energy Authority in 
Vienna. 

The Cabinet also agreed that Austria sign the convention 
for the prevention and punishment of genocide. 


AUSTRIA'S NEW AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. Dr. Karl 


Gruber has left Washington in order to assume his advisory 


post with the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna. 


Dr. Wilfried Platzer, former head of the Economic Department 


at the Austrian Foreign Office, has been nominated to 
succeed him. 


TASKS OF THE |.A.E.A. The director general of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency, Sterling Cole, told an Ameri- 
can news service in New York just prior to his departure for 
Vienna that the world atom body would start active work next 
year on some of its main programs. 

Cole pointed out that the great tasks of the agency — as 
sketched by President Eisenhower in his speech before the 
UN General Assembly Dec. 8, 1953 — will take shape in the 
coming two or three years. 

The I.A.F.A.’s goals, Cole added, would be steadily 
broadened so that the organization probably would be ready 
within the next few years to build its own regional training 
centers for atomic studies. By 1960 even those countries 
which today are still considered as underdeveloped, may 
obtain at least one atomic reactor. 

Cole said the immediate task of his agency was the 
creation of a staff in which as many nations as possible 
would be represented to guarantee cooperation among the 
various governments. Also necessary was the use of scholar 
Ships to train badly needed atomic experts, Cole said. He 
added that a secondary program for the individual I.A.E.A. 
members was also essential for the utilization of radio- 
active isotopes in medical, agricultural and industrial re- 
search. 


KAMITZ TALKS WITH WORLD BANK OFFICIALS. The vice 
president of the World Bank, J.Burke Knapp, and three of his 
colleagues have arrived in Vienna to discuss with Finance 
Minister Dr. Kamitz the progress of an industrial World Bank 
loan to Austria. With Knapp came three Bank directors, Messrs. 
Demuth, Collier and Fontaine. The officials discussed the 
target date for payment of the first instalment of the loan, 
detailed arrangements and the prospects for the second in- 
stalment. They also conferred about possibilities of measures 
to strengthen Austrian capital requirements within the frame- 


work of Bank policy. The talks point toward favorable pros- 
pects for World Bank policy in Austria. 


Raab’s Address (Continued from page 1) 


a position where no powercould daretoignore it; although not 
a military factor, the UN today represented a definite moral 
force. 
Austria’s Right to Participate in International Decisions 

‘‘As for our own country,’’ the Chancellor continued, 
‘‘the question arises as to whether or not it is possible and 
desirable for Austria to make serious efforts for participation 
in future negotiations on effective disarmament and permanent 
preservation of peace. As a result of the Paris NATO con- 
ference and in response to the letters received in all countries 


from the Soviet Prime Minister during December, new cop- 
tacts will be established and new parleys and talks will he 
initiated. It is my impression that the advanced developmer 
of modern weapons, so gravely threatening mankind throuzghou 
the world, will cause the forthcoming talks to be conducted 
with more seriousness than before. 

‘*The fact that Austria has become aneutral state and its 
own considerable contribution to the preservation of pea 
should secure its proper right to participate in decisions 
reached in future talks on the subject. Moreover, the voices 
of the smaller states which feel most gravely the threat of a 
new war, should not go unheeded. Only a few months ag 
evidence was obtained in Vienna that effective internationa! 
cooperation is possible even in so delicate a field as th 
harnessing of atomic energy for peaceful uses. All resolution 
discussed at the I.A.E.A. General Conference were adopted 
unanimously in a remarkably fair atmosphere. It should, 
therefore, be feasible to establish international cooperation 
also in other fields. It may be expected that new disarmament 
talks will be conducted even more intensely and with more 
serious determination than the preceding parleys at the 
London Disarmament Conference. Even though the new talks 
may well be drawn out, it is quite possible that they may yet 
lead to some positive results. 

A Balance of Power 

‘‘On the one hand, the ever increasing danger inherent in 
the new weapons compels responsible statesmen to preclude 
the use of these appalling products of modern technology. 
On the other hand, I could imagine that the East, in particular 
might revise its position and display greater ability, as well 
as readiness, to look at both sides of the coin. The know- 
ledge of having paralleled the technical advance of the West 
in at least one specific aspect will certainly strengthen the 
self-confidence of the East bloc spokesmen; concievably, 
this might make them more amenable to viewpoints other than 
their own. In my opinion, negotiations between partners 
fully aware of each others strong and weak points are more 
promising than talks between unequal partners in which one 
fears the dictates of the other. An adjustment of the respective 
needs of East and West would automatically result in pacifi- 
cation of those parts of the world where, at present, persis- 
tently recurring tensions are more or less openly exploited by 
the big powers or where small states engage in speculations 
on the existing differences. 

In the Service of Peace 

“Although Austria is confined to playing but a modest 
part in general, world-wide disarmament plans, we shall not 
omit to point out time and again the necessity of securing 
peace and undisturbed developmentin theinterest of humanity. 
In the pursuance of this purpose, Austria will advocate a fair 
balancing of rights and concessions, by which I mean 2a 
genuine reconciliation without prejudice to either partner and 
without either giving the other advantages which might con- 
ceal the seed of new discords. All countries and peoples 
concerned should emerge from these negotiations with the 
confident feeling that their national security has been 
assured, and that there is a clear vista of undisturbed peace- 
ful development ahead of them. Austria will be glad to 
cooperate in such an effort.”’ 
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SOVIET NOTE TO AUSTRIA. A note: from the Soviet Goverm- 
ment, Similar in contents to that recently delivered to the 
member states of NATO and of the Warsaw Pact, has heen 
jelivered by the Soviet Ambassador S.G. Lapin to Austrian 
‘hancellor Raab. 

In the Note, recommendations are being made for the 
relaxation of international tensions and the calling of a 
iigh-level conference to which the heads of governments 
f the Warsaw Pact and NATO members are also to be invited. 


POPULATION GROWTH NOTED. There have been a few 
ips and downs in Austrian population statistics. It has now 
een definitely established however, that the population of 
the country is again rising. Furopean statistics show that the 
Austrian ‘‘reproduction quota’’ has reached the figure of 1.01 
(a figure denoting the frequency of births in any given popu- 
lation: where a nation’s quota is below 1, its population is 
declining; if the factor is 1, the situation is roughly sta- 
tionary and if it is over 1, the population shows an increase). 
In the period between the two World Wars, the reproduction 
factor for nearly all European countries was below 1. In 
Austria, for example, it dropped to a low of 0.64 in 1934, 
rising to 0.73 in 1937 and to 0.93 in 1951. 

Since 1954, there has been an upward trend: in 1946, the 
number of live births per 1,000 inhabitants was 15.9; in 1947 
the figure rose to 18.6 but in 1948 fell to 17.7, in 1949 to 
16.3 and in 1950 to 15.6, remaining constant at 14.8 for the 
next three years. There was no improvement until 1954, when 
the figure for live births rose to 14.9 per 1,000. In 1955, it 
rose to 15.6 and in 1956 to 16.6. 


THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION AT THE END OF 1957. 
At the end of December 1957, 155,336 unemployed were 
registered with the Austrian state labor offices. Of these 
87,985 or 56.6% were men, and 61,351 or 43.4%, women. Com- 
pared with the figures at the end of November, the total 
number of unemployed rose by 62,925 or 68.1%. Of this 
number 51,157 or 81.3% were men. 

However, in comparison with the end of December, 1956, 
the number of registered unemployed decreased by 5,988. 

At the end of the year, the number of those gainfully 
employed in Austria was 2,169,397, or 41,610 more than at the 
end of 1956. 


OLD AGE INSURANCE FOR ARTISTS POSES SPECIFIC 
PROBLEMS. Federal Chancellor Raab announced in a press 
conference the creation of an old age insurance for self- 
employed artists. The Education Ministry in concert with the 
Federal Ministry for Social Administration has worked out a 
draft for an ‘‘artists’ fund,’’ practically an insurance law, 
which determines the basic contributions and qualifications 
of the future beneficiaries. 

The draft of a second law, to spell out the mules and 
regulations for the prospective old age insurance, was also 
outlined. In this connection, the sponsors are thinking of not 
only collecting the contributions of self-employed artists 
but also of paying out the benefits cumulatively. The under- 
lying reason for the idea is the fact that artists cannot be 
compared with other economic groups with regard to income. 


ECONOMIC FORECAST FOR 1958: STEADY UPWARD 
TREND; ACCOMMODATION TO EUROPEAN MARKET IS 
BICGEST SINGLE FACTOR. According to an economic fore- 
cast published by a leading Vienna daily, Austria’s economy 
started the new year under generally favorable conditions. 
Recent statistics show healthy and organic industrial growth. 
Far more than half of all industrial undertakings were working 
at capacity or close to capacity last September. Less than 
one fourth worked below 50% of capacity. The number of 
workers and employes in industry reached a record high of 
660,770 late last Septerber. It is expected that their number 
will still increase in the current year. 

Austria’s optimism in regard to employment is based on 
these facts: cooperation of employer associations and em- 
ploye unions which should secure stability of the wage and 
price structure; the large investment projects contained in 
the federal budget; new tax decreases; and the big invest- 
ments which will be necessary in preparing for the coming 
European market integration during the course of the year. 
Forthese reasons the forecast concludes that only a large 
scale collapse of the world economy could disturb the 
favorable aspects of the Austrian economy. 

Tie to the West Seen 

This prognosis also shows the strong dependence of the 
Austrian economy on that of the West as a whole. But it shows 
at the same time that internal economy has reached such a 
pinnacle of development that it is well armed against a 
possible weakening in expansion tendencies of the world 
economy. The export industry which would feel a growing 
recession first, in the beginning would have enough strength 
to rebound in the domestic market. This is due to the invest- 
ment possibilities at home which have grown appreciably 
because of government budget and tax policies; and because 
domestic consumption has risen considerably concurrent with 
an increased per capita income. To this must be added the 
vitalizing effect of great changes which must come in the 
path of the prospective integration in the European economy. 
The mere preparation for the future free trade zone is in 
itself an economic stimulus of the first order which may be 
able to compensate for a period of foreign economic recession. 

The forecast concludes that Austria which is making 
every preparation for its integration in the coming free trade 
zone has every reason to face its future optimistically. 


AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely 
with or without indication of source. 


RISE IN GOLD AND FOREIGN CURRENCY RESERVES. 
After the unfavorable development of the Austrian balance of 
payments in the years 1955 and 1956, the gold and foreign 
currency reserves of the Austrian National Bank have now 
increased to such an extent that the present reserves should 
be sufficient to dam any foreseeable deterioration of the 
balance of payments for some time to come. 

On December 31, 1957, the number of banknoets in 
circulation in Austria amounted to about 15.4 billion schil- 
lings backed by a gold reserve of about 2.6 billion schillings 
and foreign currencies worth about 10.6 billion schillings. 
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A BALANCE SHEET OF FOREIGN TOURIST TRAFFIC IN 
AUSTRIA. A recent publication of the Austrian National 
Bank gives the following review of foreign tourist traffic in 
Austria for the last three seasons: 





























Year 
1954-1955 1955-1956 1956-1957 
(1,000 ,000) 
Foreign Currency Receipts 
(in U.S. dollars) 
i a es 12.6 18 19 
POU BEOTTIIE coc cccccccccccerccccces 12.3 15 13.6 
RT oe ices cnedunennnbnaen tied 3.4 4.7 7 
NI SN i iias san uaeannereeen 7.6 9 53.5 
Danish and Swedish kronen........ 4 4.4 4 
CIE HIND pcs ckccaccivceevevecesces 33 47 72.3 
Dates Shel... cccccscccscscccceccsce 3.4 8.2 6.4 
I os cee wlad dade 2 ye | 2.5 
SIN 500555560 sith edcesanaaobntadedeuss 3 4.3 4.8 
Total ...0cce 81.3 113.3 141.1 
Registered Foreign Tourists (1,000) 
(by Country of Origin) 
Ea eT 166 203 198 
CSCO MAROON 6 occ ccceccacccccncceses 219 262 270 
IN co anavanssanandsaocnevnnvds 111 127 125 
ee ee ee 181 204 216 
Denmark and Sweden................. 123 127 116 
Germany (Federal Pepublic)........ 1,295 1,529 1,884 
PII ces cccucnubabendenees 174 194 192 
aN a i a 141 155 146 
ere rene een ee Her mae 247 287 287 
., 2,657 3,088 3,434 
Overnight Guests (1,000) 
(by Country of Origin) 
a SRST SIO PTET TOOT 499 585 583 
WEIS TGOIOTD ici cciccccccccctccvcccce 980 1,130 1,222 
II 5.5 ccdu cast ncadsnsediansneds 331 364 362 
EE rete Seen vee 701 798 850 
Denmark and Sweden................. 381 399 379 
Germany (Federal Republic)....... 7,197 8,650 11,132 
RITES COPECO 775 866 908 
DEE cos ccatvasesucuvevicsnaecidexdieuens 407 423 382 
ee eae re ee ne en hee 907 1,044 1,057 
Total ...es0 12,178 14,259 16,875 
Overnight Guests in the (1,000) 
various States 
BREE CE a nn 1,009 1,329 1,381 
Lower Austria and Burgenland.... 147 250 307 
RD MII ss cox ccduaunions secuadées 754 898 1,111 
EERIE, HE Cee a ee are 2,588 2,912 3,489 
ESERIES SE eR me Poe 384 457 526 
os avnnvscndandbsncdsdcuce 1,607 2,019 2,587 
CE eeeereer 4,204 4,786 5,693 
i a i co 1,485 1,608 1,781 
yr 12,178 14, 259 16,875 





AUSTRIAN CUTLERY — AN EXPORT ARTICLE. Austrian 
cutlery has found increasing favor in foreign markets. Its 
‘‘new look’’ design has won for it several international 
prizes, among them the Silver Medal at the 10th triennial in 
Milan. At a classification session of American experts, pro- 
ducts of the Austrian cutlery industry competed with 450 
other models; they were gfouped in the first category. 


HOTEL PRICES COMPARED 
Cost per day in dollars 
First-Class Medium-Priced 


Hotels Hotels 
Austria (Vienna) 12.37 8.04 
Belgium (Brussels) 15.08 10.45 
France (Paris) 18.36 11.94 
Germany (Bonn, Frankfurt, Munich) 15.86 10.79 
Greece (Athens) 10.17 5.78 
England (London) 17.75 11.67 
Italy (Rome, Naples, Florence, 

Venice) 17.17 11.16 
Yugoslavia (Belgrade) 9.67 6. 84 
Holland (Amsterdam, Hague) 14.91 9.45 
Spain (Madrid, Barcelona) 9.14 5.64 
Sweden (Stockholm) 14.03 9.95 
Switzerland (Zurich, Bern, Geneva) 16.72 10.40 
U.S.A. (New York) 31.34 17.62 


TO MEET IN VIENNA: The 1958 listing of Vienna congresses 
opened in early January with the lady fashion week. A 
Furopean Press Seminar will be held in March and, in the 
framework of the Vienna Spring Fair, an International Auto- 
mobile Show will be open to the public in the same month. 

Two important international events are scheduled for 
April: the 42nd Meeting of the German Pathology Society and 
the International Meeting of Workers’ Safety Councils. 

Scheduled for May are: the Meeting of the Asbestos- 
Cement Experts; International Congress for the Combating of 
Pests; the Danube-European Institute International Economy 
Meeting; Congress of the International Wool Federation; Youth 
Welfare Study Meeting; Meeting of the International Com- 
mission for the Regulation and Appraisal of Electro-Technical 
Products; and the Congress of the International City Transit 
Association. 

The Food Wholesale Buyers Meeting and the International 
Welding Technique Congress are planned for June. 

On the occasion of the Third Austrian Chorus Festival 
from July 17-20, Vienna will welcome some 30,000 singers 
from abroad and, a week later, will be host to 5000 members 
of the Socialist Youth. 

Events planned for August are: the Pax Romana Con- 
gress, the Eleventh Annual Assembly of the World Federation 
for Mental Health, and the International Meeting of Magicians 
(to be attended by about a thousand magicians from all over 
the world). 

In the fall, the following listings have been made so far: 
the International Biochemistry Congress; General Assembly 
of the Agriculture Cooperatives Federation; the International 
Early Mediaeval Congress; the General Assembly of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; the Meeting of the 
Geology Society; the Eleventh Congress of Psychic Hygiene, 
and the International Hostelry Meeting. 


COAL: PRODUCTION RECORD IN 1957. In December 1957 
the Austrian coal production amounted to 587,079 metric tons 
and the total production. for 1957 amounted to 7,027,684 metric 
tons. This yearly production is by 131,999 metric tons higher 
than that of 1956 and thus meant a new high for the coal 
industry. 
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SCHWECHAT AIRPORT: CONTINUOUS EXPANSION IN STEP 
WITH INCREASED PASSENGER TRAFFIC. New reception 
buildings were recently opened at Vienna’s Schwechat air- 
port. Among the next steps are: an express transit system 
between the airport and the city center, with facilities for 
customs inspection aboard the train. 

Attending a brief ceremony at the airport, Minister of 
Communications Waldbrunner said that Schwechat would re- 
main Vienna’s central airport for many years to come. Accord- 
ingly, full consideration will have to be given tothe spreading 
use of jet planes, requiring an extension of the runways by 
about 3,300 feet to a total length of about 10,000 feet. 

In the years from 1954 to 1956 the number of landings 
rose from 1611 to 4320 and the number of passengers from 
53,787 to 173,848. In the first nine months of 1957 the total 
number of take-offs and landings increased by one-third, 
compared with the preceding year. The number of passengers 
increased during the same period by 38% to 192,311. 


CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY SET UP. On January 1, the 
Austrian Federal Civil Aviation Authority was set up as a 
subsidiary of the Ministry of Communications. 

Based on the Austrian Civil Aviation Law, it is the 
proper authority under the Ministry of Communications for 
air-travel insurance, authorization and surveillance of civil 
aeronautics schools, the licensing of private planes and the 
issuing of pilot licenses. 

Branches of the federal Authority in charge of flight 
insurance will be set up in all Austrian airports. 


NEW TEST BORINGS IN LOWER AUSTRIA. The Austrian 
Petroleum Administration (OMV) is endeavoring to prospect 
for new oil fields outside the known oil-reserve areas in order 
to arrest the fall in oil production. The OMV drilling program 
provides for 131,200 feet explanatory drilling, 267,320 feet 
production drilling and 75,440 feet extension drilling. 

The number of seismologic teams is now to be increased 
from four to five in order to cope more efficiently with the 
extensive geologic research work in the newconcession areas 
Tulln, Kilb and Amstetten. The new team will be equipped 
with modern American measuring instruments. 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information 


on any item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 





AMERICAN METHOD TO YIELD MORE OIL. The producing 
wells in the established oil fields of Lower Austria are now 
to be treated according to American methods recently intro- 
duced in Austria. The Austrian Petroleum Administration 
(OMV) intends to treat wells whose oil flow has dropped 
because of insufficient pressure — with as the experts term it 
— ‘‘secondary production methods.’’ (The method consists in 
flooding the oil-bearing layers with water in order to raise 
oil to the surface where it would otherwise remain under 
ground. ); it is now being applied in Austria for the first time. 


VOeEST SUPPLYING SHAFTS FOR SHIPS. In 1957, the 
United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeEST) for the first 
time supplied shafts to various foreign shipyards. This 
extension of the company’s production program has resulted 
in the placing of a number of new orders. 

At the present time, the plant forge and machinery con- 
struction shop are working on complete shafting units, 
consisting of screws and main drive shafts, for 18 ocean- 
going vessels of tonnages ranging from 4,000 to 10,000 each. 
(The orders have been placed by three shipyards in the 
Netherlands, one in Finland and one in Germany.) 

These orders for marine shafting represent a total volume 
of about 500 tons as of the present time. The volume is a 
noteworthy addition to VOeEST’s deliveries of heavy metal 
plate to the international shipbuilding industry. 


TV GAINS GROUND; SETS SELL WELL, RADIOS DIP. 
The number of television sets currently in use in Austria is 
estimated at 28,000. The five Austrian firms which make TV 
sets announced their intention of increasing production as of 
Jan. 1, 1958. One of these firms will soon come out with the 
first Austrian set priced below 6,000 schillings (26 schillings 
equal one dollar). Like TV sales, business in recording 
devices increased in 1957. This can be traced to a 60% tax 
forgiveness in Austria for business useof dictating apparatus. 
In contrast, sales of radio sets decreased somewhat, but the 
loss was made up by the increase in TV sales. 


AUSTRIA EXPORTS LIVESTOCK. The Austrian livestock 
industry is experiencing a change-over to rely more and more 
on export. In the first ten months of the past year Austria 
exported 23,980 heads of cattle, to be used for breeding pur- 
poses, milk production, and farm work and 27,049 heads of 
cattle for meatpackers. The largest share of these exports 
went to Italy, 18% thereof went to West-Germany and smaller 
percentages to Yugoslavia and Rumania, Switzerland and 
France. 


MODERN TIMES...AND THE VIENNA COFFEE HOUSE. 
The Austrian press pays nostalgic tribute to the Vienna 
Coffee House, the time-wor backdrop of much of Central 
European political and literary history, which the statistics 
indicate, is now on the way out. Purists, who like their 
coffee mellow and their famed Viennese tap water unadulter- 
ated, abhor such newfangled devices as a combination coffee 
house-restaurant, or coffee house-patisserie, where the 
offensive smell of solid fare and the chitchat of idle women 
intrude upon the charmed realm of the oldtimers who sit ‘‘at 
the table where Werfel sat’’ (or Leon Trotzky or Stefan 
Zweig or Sigmund Freud). The true believer’s arch enemy: 
the Italian-style quickie, the ‘‘espresso.’’ And here are the 
facts: in the past year, the number of coffee houses dipped 
from 903 to 868; espressi and multiple-purpose establishments 
went way up. It seems that there just isn’t enough time any 
more for the contemplative life. Even the Viennese, aside 
from getting more prosperous, are getting too busy. 
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APPLIANCES SOAR 580 PER CENT IN DECADE. The 
Federation of Austrian Utility Companies has been conducting 
quarterly polls since 1955 concerning the number of basic 
electricity appliances. 

The results of the poll for the 3rd quarter of 1957 have 
now been published; the table below compares these with the 
results of the first nine months of previous years: 











3rd Quarter 

1955 1956 1957 
Electric ranges 29,145 28,969 28,755 
Hot water boilers 12,506 14,604 16,701 
Refrigerators 13,794 10,292 12,065 
Washing machines 7,142 8,127 10,171 
Fodder steamers 

siges Bsi27 Boba 
Thereof, paid by instalments 39% 19% 10% 


The total number of appliances in use amounted to:- 
1947 1956 

53,970 241,500 

30,160 195,000 





Electric ranges 
Hot water boilers 


Refrigerators 12,000 90,000 
Washing machines 6,000 49,000 
Fodder steamers 280 9,500 


102,410 585,000 

The total number of the five basic appliances has thus 
increased nearly six-fold since 1947. 

From 1953 dll the end of October 1957, about 370,000 of 
the five basic appliances have been sold. This sale repre- 
sents a value of about 900 million schillings (26 schillings 
equal one dollar) and means an additional electricity con- 
sumption of about 550 million KWH per year. 


Electricity consumption according to customer groups: 











Consumption in Increase 
million KWH In % 
1955 930 1956 
Household 930 1,097 17.8 
Industry 751 885 17.9 
Agriculture _184 215 16.8 
1,865 2,197 17.7 





If the established percentage increase will continue to 
rise at the same rate in future years, users will double 
electricity consumption in about 4-5 years, while, according 
to the European average, a similar increase of demand is 
foreseen within a span of 10 years only. 

The rise will probably be more pronounced in agriculture 
because of the 84 model farms built in the past few years and 
the great advantages derived from the complete electrification 
of agriculture. 

HOW AUSTRIANS SPEND THEIR INCOME. According to 
recently published statistics for 1956, Austrian wages and 
salaries rose at a greater rate (14 per cent) in that year than 
did the income of the self-employed (5 per cent), whereas in 
1954 and 1955 the situation was just the reverse. One reason 
for the shift is the fact that the number of wage and salary 
eamers in 1956 was nearly three per cent higher than in 1955. 
Nevertheless, the real increase in eamings per person em- 
ployed amounted to 11 per cent. This means that the ratio 
of wages and salaries to total national income rose by 2 per 


cent, while the income of the self-employed declined by the 
same amount. 

Of course, total personal income (85 billion schillings) 
was not entirely consumed. After payment of direct taxes and 
and after deduction of savings, approximately 70 billion 
schillings were left for private consumption, or 5 billion more 
This sum was expended as follows: 

Millions of 

Schillings* Percentage 
Food 25, 140 35.7 
Luxuries (Including tobacco, sprits, 








delicacies, etc.) 8,160 11.6 

Housing and Maintenance 3, °S0 4.7 
Heat and Light 3,090 4.4 
House Furnishings 6,790 9.6 
Clothing 9,440 13.4 
Toilet articles and Cosmetics 3,300 4.7 
Study, Education and Entertainment 3,760 5.4 
Transportation 4, 180 5.9 
Miscellaneous 3.250 4.6 
70,400 100.0 


(*) One dollar equals 26 schillings. 

Compared with 1955, there was little change in the dis- 
tribution of expenditure according to various consumption 
categories; only when a fairly extensive comparative period 
is taken, can one observe a clear-cut shiftin spending prac- 
tices and, by the same token, in habits of consumption (as 
has also been the case in other countries) as living standards 
increase, i.e. an ever-smaller amount is being spent on basic 
necessities and a steadily increasing amount on all other 
items. In 1951, the ratio of outlay for food still amounted to 
41.4 per cent, whereas in 1956 it was 35.7 per cent. A shift 
has taken place within the food category itself, i.e. from 
farinaceous products, potatoes and pulses to high-quality 
meat, vegetables, eggs and fruit. On the other hand, in 1951 
only 6.5 per cent was expended on house furnishings, as 
against 9.6 in 1956; 3.5 per cent was spent on education and 
entertainment in 1951, as compared with 5.4 per cent in 1956; 
outlay for transportation, including motorized travel, was 


only 3.4 per cent in 1951, as against 5.9 in 1956. 
A total of 7,200 million schillings were spent on tobacco 


and alcohol, or approximately half a billion schillings more 
than in 1955. (The consumption of champagne has practically 
doubled. ) 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


LEOPOLDSKRON HOLDS ITS FIRST WINTER SESSION; 
AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY THE SUBJECT. As reported 
previously on these pages, graduate students, scientists, 
jurists, journalists and economists have gathered at Leopolds- 
kron Castle to participate in the first winter session of the 
current season. Their theme is ‘‘American Foreign Policy 
and American Statesmen.’’ The session is the 53rd since the 
Institute for American Studies was founded in 1947. 

Professor Perkins (Ithaca) will have a course on Ameri- 
can diplomacy; Professor Hunsberger (Rochester) will discuss 
the economic side of foreign policy; Professor Westerfield 
(New Haven) will analyze American foreign policy since 1939; 
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and Professor Davies (Philadelphia) will give a review of 
American developments since 1900. Discussion of the sub 
ject will end February 1. 

Future courses include ‘‘Business and American Soci- 
ety’’ from February 9 to March 8, and ‘‘Art Music and Theatre 
in the U.S.’’ from March 16 to April 12. These courses will 
be followed by the summer session which will take up the 
following subjects: ‘‘Races and Minorities,’’ ‘‘American Law 
and Judicial Institutions,’’ and ‘‘American Literature and 
Criticism.”’ 

The interest which the Salzburg Institute at Leopoldskron 
Castle commands, may be seen from the fact that so far more 
than 3,000 Europeans — over 300 annually — have met there 
to learn to know the New World’s problems. 


ATOMIC RESEARCH IN AUSTRIA, PAST AND PRESENT. 


In the early years after the discovery of radioactive sub- 
stances, Austrian physicists engaged in basic research were 
able to make significant contributions. 1899 the Austrians 
Stefan Meyer and Egon von Schweidler discovered the de- 
flection in a magnetic field of the radiation emitted by 
radium (and thus the difference between this element and the 
radiation emitted by polonium; this discovery lead to the 
characterizing of the various kinds of radiation and to the 
understanding of the nature of the various radiations). The 
two research workers could soon thereafter prove that polonium 
was not a stable element, that it disintegrated and shrunk 
to 50% of its original volume within 140 days by transforming 
itself into lead. Meyer and von Schweidler, in collaboration 
with other Austrian physicists, now began extensive research 
work on the newly discovered elements and the radiation 
emitted by them and thus created the hasis for radio-chemistry 
and the electrolytic separation of radioactive substances. 
Stefan Meyer and Heinrich Mache then examined the waters of 
mineral springs as to radioactivity and thus developed a 
system of measurement which, independent of special de- 
vices and observation methods, made it possible to obtain 
comparable measurement results. The Austrian physicist Lise 
Meitner, later co-worker of Nobel prize-winner Otto Hahn and 
today at the Royal Technical Institute in Stockholm, carried 
out her research work within this framework. 

Standards Defined 

In September 1910 at the International Congress for 
Radiology in Brussels, the International Radium Standard 
Commission was set up to which the Austrian Stefan Meyer 
was elected Secretary (later, in 1937, he was elected Presi- 
dent of the Organization). The first task of this Commission 
was the fixing of the so-called Radium Standards; the purest 
radium substances of precisely known weights were to serve 
as international standards for the measurement of radioactive 
matter. The primary standard was fixed at 21.99 mg on the 
basis of a substance prepared by Marie Curie in Paris in 1911 
and the substitute standard at 31.77 mg on the basis of a 
substance prepared by Otto Hoenigschmid in Vienna. Since 
then, the task of the Vienna Radium Institute, in the frame- 
work of the international standardization of the measurement 
of radioactive substances, has been the setting up of smaller, 


so-called secondary, standards for the participating states. 
Besides, the Vienna Radium Institute was the official Office 
of Standards for radioactive substances and for the measure- 
ment of radioactive mineral springs. 

Vienna Radium Institute 

Founded in 1910, the Vienna Radium Institute developed 
an active research activity and has never ceased to be a 
modern and fertile research center. 

Important scientific discoveries loom up out of the two 
decades between the two World Wars. Pursuing Bohr’s atomic 
theory, the Austrian Erwin Schroedinger succeeded in de- 
veloping his wave mechanism which permitted the interpre- 
tation of the problems of the atomic shell and the chemical 
cohesion of the molecule, and could also be applied to the 
nucleus of the atom. This work,a counterpiece toHeisenberg’s 
Quantum Mechanism, brought Schroedinger the Nobel prize. 

Lise Meitner, making significant contributions to the 
work of Otto Hahn, obtained at the latter’s institute in Berlin 
a spectroscopy of the beta and gamma rays, and, in coopera- 
tion with the Austrian Robert Frisch, she was also successful 
in applying the results of the studies of Otto Hahn. 

Atomic fission tests were carried out by the Viennese 
physicist Gerhard Kirsch and the Swedish scientist Hans 
Pettersson, Goeteborg, in the city of Vienna. 

Planning Ahead 

At the planning of the future Austrian reactor center, the 
probable international development of theuse ofatomic energy 
was duly taken into consideration: the selection of a con- 
tinuous surface area of 1 sq. km. was made a pre-requisite for 
the ground acquisition and, for safety considerations, it was 
further required that the plant be situated in athinly populated 
area — which was to be suitable for the purpose both geo- 
logically and hydrologically — and was to be at least 20 to 
25 km. away from large cities. 

The study organization is presently exploring the possi- 
bilities for the construction of a research reactor having 
a 5000 KW heat capacity and a neutron flow of 1013 neutrons 
per square centimeter and second. The reactor is to be con- 
structed with two horizontal thermal] graphite columns, or with 
one vertical and one horizontal column. Furthermore, there 
is to be ahorizontal beamtube of aminimum diameter of 30 cm. 
and six additional channels. The reactor is to offer the 
possiblity of exposing testable matter to rapid neutron 
bombardment. The total cost of the reactor center is esti- 
mated to amount to about 4 million dollars. 


U.S. Support 

After more than one year of preparatory work, an agree- 
ment for the use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes was 
concluded between the U.S. and Austria in June 1956. This 
agreement guarantees Austria U.S. support through the ex- 
change of experiences in the fields of science and technology. 
The United States will make available to Austria fissionable 
materia] and technical equipment. 

To insure that the common endeavors of the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation serve peaceful purposes 
exclusively, a suitable control organization is being-created 
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which will have a staff of inspectors. The statutes of this 
organization are in accordance with the respective regula- 


tions of the U.N. Atomic Energy Authority in Vienna. 


AUSTRIAN SCIENTISTS AMONG THOSE HONORED AT WARM 
SPRINGS, GA. A hall of fame containing the busts of 17 men 
and women who contributed to the fight against poliomyelitis 
was recently opened in Warm Springs, Ga. Among the scien- 
tists thus honored were Karl Landsteiner and Erwin Popper, 
both of Vienna, who proved early in the 20th century that 
poliomyelitis can be communicated to monkeys. 


AMSTERDAM CONCERTGEBOUW-ORCHESTRA AT THE 
SALZBURG FESTIVAL. Besides the Vienna Philharmonics, 
a second orchestra, the Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra, 
has heen signed up for the Salzburg Festival. 

The Concertgebouw Orchestra will give five performances 
in Salzburg from August 2 to August 12. 


VIENNA BURGTHEATER TO PRESENT PLAYS BY F. TH. 


CSOKOR AND ROBINSON JEFFERS. Late in January, the 
Vienna Buregetheater will offer a new production of Fran 
Theodor Csokor’s dramatic play ‘‘Der 3. November 1918,’’ 
which has as its subject the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy. 

The Burgtheater has also acquired first performanc: 
rights of ‘‘The Tower beyond Tragedy’’ 
playwright Robinson Jeffers. 
Quelle.’’ 


TWELVE-TONE COMPOSER TO LECTURE AT VIENNA 
ACADEMY. Hanns Jelinek, one of Austria’s eminent con- 
posers in the 12-tone scale, was appointed lectuter at th« 
Vienna Academy of Music. 
class 


by the Americar 


Its German title is ‘‘Die 


He will supervise # 


accomplishments in the theory and application cf the 12-tone 
techniaue. 
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